The relationship between knowledge of current news and preference for social studies on a fifth-grade level by Richardson, Clarence O
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1948
The relationship between
knowledge of current news and
preference for social studies on a
fifth-grade level
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/6267
Boston University
" 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
II 
jl ll THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KNO NLEDGE OF CURRENT NEWS 
li 
li 
lj 
'I 
li I~ 
:I 
II 
!I 
I 
-- =-- =--=+== --- ~ 
AND PREFERENCE FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 
ON A FIFTH-GRADE LEVEL 
Subn1tted by 
(1Uarenc e 0. Richardson 
(B.Ed., Keene Teachers' College, 1936) 
In partial fulfillment of requirements for 
the degree of Master of Education 
1948 
First Reader: w. Linwood Chase 
Professor of Education 
Second Reader: William C. Kvaraceus 
Associate Professor of Education 
Third Reader: William H. ~artwright 
Assistant Professor of Education 
' 80!rton Un~y 
School of Educatien 
. '_,_ ... -.... Library -
I 
I 
,, 
II 
! 
I 
! 
,, 
- I 
I 
,I 
========~~===~--~-=============== I 
CHAPTER 
I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
v. 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
DTTRODUCTION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Statement of Problem • • • • • • • • 
Source and Scope of Study • • • • • • 
Importance of Study • • . . . . . . . 
Interest in the Study • • . . . . . . 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE • . . . • • • • 
Related Research • • • • • • • • • • 
PLAN OF PROCEDURE . . . . . . . . . . . 
Building the Current News Test . . . 
PAGE 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
6 
13 
20 
20 
Selection of Population to be Tested 21 
Administering the News Test • . . . . 21 
Assembling the Social Studies Choices 
and Scoring the News Test • • • • • 22 
Organizing the Raw Data • • • • • • • 24 
ANALYSIS OF DATA • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Statistical Treatment of Data • • • • 
SIDfi11:ARY AND CONCLUSIONS • • • • • • • • 
Summary • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Conclusions • • • • • . . . . • • • • 
Suggestions for Further Research . . 
26 
31 
37 
37 
40 
41 
I 
I il 
II 
lj 
I. 
I 
===d!-
iii 
BIBLIOGRAPHY . • • • . . . . . . . . . 
APPENDIX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
========~====-=-=-=~=-=-==-=================---~·=~==============-=~=-==~~==~-==-~~-
TABlE 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
LIST OF TABLES 
The Number and Per Cent of Boys and 
Girls Compared, Separately and Combined 
for Social Studies Choices, Separately 
and Combined, with the Mean of the 
Corresponding Scores on the Current 
PAGE 
News Test with Standard Deviations ••••• 27 
The Number and Per Cent of Boys and 
Girls {V:ho Did Not Indicate a Choice 
for Social Studies) Compared, Separate-
ly and Combined, for each Statement 
Regarding Their Feeling for Social 
Studies with the Mean of the Corres-
ponding Scores on the Current News Test 
with Standard Deviations •••••••••.•••• 30 
The Significance of Difference Between 
the Mean of Boys and Girls for Combined 
Choices versus the Mean of Boys and 
Girls for Not Chosen ••••••••.•••.••••• 32 
The Significance of Difference Between 
the Mean of Boys and Girls for First 
Choice Versus the Mean of Boys and 
Girls for Not Chosen •••••••••....••••• 32 
The Significance of Difference Between 
the Mean of Boys and Girls for Second 
Choice Versus the Mean of Boys and 
Girls for Not Chosen •••..••••..••••••• 33 
The Significance of Difference Between 
the Mean of Boys and Girls for Third 
Choice Versus the Mean of Boys and 
Girls for Not Chosen ••••.••..••••••••• 33 
The Significance of Difference Between 
the Mean of Boys and Girls for Like 
Versus the Mean of Boys and Girls for 
Dis like ............. · • · • · · · · · · · · · · · · • · 34 
TABLE 
VIII 
LIST OF TABIES (CONTINUED) 
PAGE 
The Significance of Difference 
Between the Mean of Boys and Girls 
for Like Versus the Mean of Boys 
and Girls for Neutral ••••.••..•..••• 34 
IX The Significance of Difference 
Between the Mean of Boys and Girls 
for Neutral Versus the Mean of Boys 
and Girls for Dislike •• • .. •.......•. 35 
X The Significance of Difference 
Between the Mean of Boys Versus the 
Mean of Girls for Combined Choices • • 35 
XI The Significance of Difference 
Between the Mean of Boys Versus the 
Mean of Girls for First Choice •••••• 36 
XII The Significance of Difference 
Between the Mean of Boys Versus the 
Mean of Girls for Not Chosen •••••••• 36 
v 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
statement of problem.-- This study is an attempt to show 
what relationship exists between scor es obtained by fifth-grade 
boys and girls on a current news test and their preference for 
social studies when compared with other school subjects. Four 
groups are compared in their achievement on a current news test' 
(1) the children who said socia l studies was their f avorite 
subject; (2) those who made social studies their second choice; 
(3) those who made social studies their third choice; and (4) 
the group who did not choose social studies among their first 
three choices of subjects. 
Source and Scope of Study.-- The present study originated 
as a separate study from but using part of the data of a large 
cooperative research project on "Subject Preferences of Fifth-
Grade Children". This preference study involves 13,483 fifth-
grade children in sixty-five citie s and towns. It was f a cili-
t ated through the cooperation of the New England School Devel-
opment Council, an affiliated group of school systems which has 
for its primary objective, the study of problems co~mon to all 
communities, and the advancement of public educat i on in New 
England. This study will be referred to as the "Subject Pre-
ference Study 11 throughout the present study. 
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In the "subject Preference Study" each child selected a 
first choice, second choice, and third choice of the subjects 
he liked best. Any subject not indicated as one of the three 
choices is considered in the group labeled Not Chosen. Every 
child also indicated for each subject whether he liked it, dis-
liked it or felt neutral about it -- that is, neither liked nor 
disliked it. Finally each child indicated for each subject 
whether he considered it hard or easy. (See Appendix, page 53 
for sample check list.) 
For the purpose of the present study, only ratings given 
I to social studies are used. The actual ratings used are first 
The present study makes use of findings from 230 boys and 
210 girls who are all the fifth-grade children in one of the 
cities of the "Subject Preference Study.n 
The actual organization of the data from the "Subject 
Preference Study" in relationship to the knowledge of current 
, news will be treated in Chapter III. 
2 
Importance of studx.-- Social studies, whether taught as a 
single subject or as history, geography and civics, seems like 
a logical medium through which children should learn about 
current world happenings. However, the place that current 
events should occupy in the elementary school is subject to 
question. Should current events be taught with social studies, 
or can current events be just as effective if taught separately 
or in some other field? The importance of a knowledge and 
understanding of current events for fifth-grade children is 
duly recognized but there seems to be little conformity, in 
theory or practice, as to how, when, or where it should be 
taught to be most effective. The evidence of any research that 
sheds any light on any of these factors is contributing know-
ledge that is profoundly important in today's world. 
The present study attempts to reveal, by the reaction of 
_ fifth-grade boys and girls, .whether or not there is any natural 
tendency for current events and social studies to go hand in 
hand. 
I 
I 
The importance of this study, then, lies in what it 
reveals, or does not reveal, that would assist teachers and 
principals in making current events more effective for fifth-
grade children. 
Interest in the study.-- Through direct teaching experi-
ence, classroom visits, reading and various courses, the writer 
has acquired an interest in current events and particularly as 
related to social studies on the middle grade level. 
The fact that boys and girls now in the fifth grade have 
never known current history at a time other than during periods 
of war, international disagreement, and general unrest has led 
the writer to feel that there should be some further under-
standing of important news than the mere facts of the happen-
ings. Current events integrated with social studies would seem 
to be the means for developing that further understanding. 
Objectives which have been thoughtfully built for social stud~~ 
imply the teaching and learning of current events. A well-knan 
and valuable history objective is for children to acquire back-
ground for understanding present conditions. Such an objective 
can be met only when there is an understanding of present con-
ditions as they are. To understand the interdependence of 
peoples; to uphold and promote democracy; to understand the 
need for government are only a few social studies objectives 
which hinge on a knowledge of current events. 
With current events and social studies seeming to have 
much common ground, it will be of interest to find whether or 
not the children who prefer social studies to other school 
subjects are any better informed regarding current news than 
are the children who do not prefer social studies to other 
school subjects. 
The purpose, then, of the present study is to show what 
relationship exists between __ scores obtained by fifth-grade boys ! 
I 
l 
and girls on a current news test and their ratings of social 
studies on a subject preference check list. 
5 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
In reviewing literature pertaining to the present study, 
attention is given primarily to research and opinions regarding 
current events on the middle grade level. Other levels are 
considered, however, when findings or statements can be applied 
to current events generally. 
Literature dealing with current events centers about such 
aspects as: the importance of current events, the status of 
current events, methods of teaching current events, problems of 
teaching current events and suggestions to teachers. 
Although consi~erable research has been done in connection 
with current events, it is apparent that literature on the sub-
ject is devoted in large measure to classroom experiences, 
observations, suggestions and statements of opinion. While 
there is agreement among educators regarding the importance of 
current events generally, there is obviously disagreement 
regarding its purpose. This situation alone implies a need for 
more research in the field. 
I The belief that a knowledge of ourrent events is an attri· 
bute to good citizenship is common among educators. Wesley and 
Adams state, "There can be no such entity as a good citizen of 
- 6 -
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a democracy who is ignorant of current events."Y A similar 
viewpoint is taken by Kersey, "An intelligent and thorough know-
ledge of world events is of primary importance to tomorrow's 
i citizens."2/ To cite one more example of the importance of 
current events as related to good citizenship, Kruger states, 
"The study of current events makes not only for an understandingji 
1 an interested, but also for an active citizen of the future. n2/ 
The value of current events is not given entirely to the 
building of good citizens as a final goal. Anderson states, 
''The goal in teaching current affairs is not only to encourage 
pupils to read widely for the sake of general information but 
also to think through major issues of the day. n~/ Some writers 
have considered the values to be derived from current events in 
other aspects than the mere knowledge of the current topic. 
Mason states, "Current-event discussion is rich in setting up 
lifetime habits of good analysis in thinking.".2./ Wesley and 
Adams 6/ place importance on the techniques of keeping abreast 
lf Edgar Bruce Wesley and Mary A· Adams, Teaching Social Studies 
IB, Elementary Schools, D.C. Heath and Company, Boston, 1946, 
miapter 20, p. 310. · 
2/ Vierling Kersey, "A N.ovel Device for Presenting World News to 
'the PQ.blic Schools," School and Society, Vol. 57, May 22, 1943, 
p. 606. 
~/ F.K. Kruger, "The Teaching of Current Events in our Public 
~chools," Social Studies, Vol. 32, March, 1941, p. 105. 
L_/ H.R • .Anderson, "Techniques in T~~ching4eurrent Affairs," ~chool Life, Vol. 29, November, 1946, p. • 
r:;/ Marcella Masol), "Current Ev~;;ts in the Middle Grades,'' Social 
~ducation, Vol. 6, January, 19~, p. 20. 
6/ Edgar Bruce Wesley and Mary A. Adams, ..Q.E• cit., pp. 308-320. 
of current affairs as well as a knowledge of the news itself. 
Many writers take the viewpoint that current events is 
important because of the present world situation. In good 
faith they feel that the teaching of current events will con-
tribute to world peace. Blair 1/ reels that it is important 
that all individuals possess a knowledge of what is happening 
in the nation and world and especially when changes are taking 
place so rapidly. The importance of current events is stated 
in terms of goals which are, for the most part, values for 
children for the future. 
In considering the status of current events in the elemen-
tary grades, Wesley and Adams state, "The educational world is 
divided on the question of whether current events are a subject 
or a problem, a help or an obstacle, a challenge or a 
liability. "8/ These authors go on to say, ••There is no concen-
sus as to whether 'current events' are a subject, a resource, 
a method, a motivation, a problem or a standard." 
While the status of current events is in an unsettled 
state, Murra 2/ points out that the very nature of the subject 
makes for lack of uniformity. News is "last minute" material 
11 G.M. Blair, "Relation of IntellijSence to Knowledge of World 
Affairs," School and Society, Vol. 48, December 10, 1938, pp.762-
--- - 165 
8 
1
8/ Edgar Bruce Wesley and Mary A. Adams, 2£.• cit., p. 309. 
;; Wilbur F. Murra "Contributions of Researc~o the Teaching 
lof Current Events,~ The Contribution of Research to~ Teaching of the Social Studies. E~ghth Yearbook of the National Council 
i for Social Studies, Cambridge, Mass., 1937, Chapter 8, pp.188-j206. · 1 
I 
and cannot be organized as subject matter out of which uniform-
ity can be established. In 1937 Murra found that setting aside 
one period a week was the most popular approach to current 
events teaching. More recently, thought, at least, is being 
given to making current events a daily part of school work. In 
teaching current events, Busey states, "Any work done with 
current events should be done day by day and not during some 
specified day of the week when most of the news is no longer 
news."l.Q/ Regardless of how current events is treated in the 
elementary school, the fact remains that it is being taught in 
Many ideas have been expressed by educators regarding 
methods and devices for teaching current events. Luminati 12/ 
lists and describes twenty-one devices for teaching current 
1QJ Paul R. Busey, "on Teaching Current Events," Social Educa-
~' Vol. 6, January, 1942, p. 20. 
1!/ Edgar Bruce Wesley and Mary A. Adams, £E· cit., pp. 308-320 
~Wilbur F. Murra, QE• cit., PP• 188-206. 
li/ Charles E. Luminati, "Twenty-One Devices for Teaching 
1 Current Events," Clearing House, Vol. 15, September, 1940, 
PP• 36-39· . 
events which could be adapted to various grade levels. Most of 
the devices are of the interest-creating type and are suggested 
on the sound assumption that children are not interested in 
things just because they are supposed to be. 
Many educators feel that the theory of foreground-back-
ground relationship is of great value in organizing the teach-
ing of current events. Mason states, "Discussions come 
naturally into the learning situation in any comparison of the 
past with the present or vice versa. ttU!/ Bernard .12/ feels that 
current events should be treated as present-day manifestations 
of developments which have grown out of the past rather than 
isolated phenomena. Fisher, after ten years of experimenting 
with various procedures for presenting current events, states, 
"Jumping from the past to the present presents pupils with 
chronological difficulties. "16/ Most writers, however, refer to 
this method of treating current events as "tieing in" the past 
with the present in logical related manner. 
Some educators suggest the use of discussion as a desirable 
method in teaching current events. Chase 11/suggests that 
children and the teacher plan together, two or three days in 
1UJ Marcella Mason, op. cit., P• 19. 
1.21 Kenneth A. Bernard, ~'Some Guiding Principles in Teaching 
Current Events," Social Education, Vol. 4, May, 1940, p. 325. 
16/ William H. Fisher, "Current Events in the History Class," 
Ciearing House, Vol. 20, February, 1946, P• 339· 
11/ w. Linwood Chase, Wartime Social Studies !a~ Elementary 
School, The National Council for the Social Studies, Curriculum 
Series, No. 3, 1943, PP• 1-15. 
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advance, topics to be discussed during the regular current 
events period. In regard to current events discussion, Wesley 
and Adams state, ''When a class is informed, the greatest value 
is derived from discussion and further research upon disputed 
or doubtful points.nl8/ 
The problem encountered by teachers of current events are 
numerous. Meyer .!2./ found by presenting a questionnaire tio 113 
junior high school teachers that, of that number, five stated 
that they had no difficulty in teaching current events. Eleven 
made no mention of difficulties. Of the other ninety-seven 
teachers, thirty-four stated that there was lack of time for 
current events; fifteen stated that not enough material was 
available; three principals reported a lack of interest on the 
part of the teachers as a problem. The remainder of the group 
stated such reasons as: difficulty in getting pupils inter-
ested in important kinds of news and that pupils lacked back-
ground for understanding current problems. 
Kelty states, "For a generation teachers have been ex-
horted to 'tie up the classroom instructions with real life 
situations.'" She further states, "That more has not been 
accomplished is not due to the unwillingness of teachers. It 
is because the teachers have needed help and help was not 
18/ Edgar Bruce Wesley and Mary A. Adams, op. cit., p. 318 . 
.!2./ Frank Meyer, '•What Bothers Current-Events Teachers?" 
Social Education, Vol. 4, May, 1940, P• 324. 
l l 
forthcoming."g_Q/ 
Writers have frequently offere d suggestions that have 
direct bearing on the teacher of current events. The two most 
frequent references seem to be that teachers exhibit an inter-
est in current events and that teachers be well informed of 
current developments. Kelty feels that any teacher of the 
social studies, whether in the fourth grade or in the senior 
high school, must be a constant student of world affairs. 
Chase writes, "Most teachers will need to do special study and 
reading to equip themselves for underst~nding the various 
elements in the current world situation."21/ Mason, in a dis-
cussion of current events in the middl e grades, says, "We need 
to do more unleashing and guiding in all work with children but 
first we must ourselves be resourceful, alert, stimulating, 
interesting and well informed. u22/ Taylor, in a discussion on 
how to make current events valuable remarks, "First and fore-
most in importance is an interested teacher."W 
In general, it can be said that much thought is being 
given to current events. Educators agree that current events 
are important for elementary school children and they have 
stated their reasons. Vfuile there is a lack of conformity in 
gQ/ Mary G. Kelty, Learning and Teaching History in the Middle 
Grades, Ginn and Company, Boston, 1936, P• 79· 
g]j W. Linwood Chase, opw1 cit., p. 14. 
22/ Marcella Mason, 2£· cit., P• 20. 
~/E. M. Taylor uThat Current Events Class, How to Make It 
Really Valuable,r• Grade Teacher, Vol. 63, November, 1945, p.64. 
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opinion as to the status of current events, there are indica-
tions of progress. 
Related Research.-- As far as the writer can discover, no 
studies have been made in which children's preference for a 
school subject is compared with their knowledge of current 
events. However, as all research dealing with a common problem 
has some relationship, this section will be devoted to reviewing 
some studies made in connection with current events. 
Many of the studies made in connection with current events 
and young children seem to have been prompted by World War II. 
In 1943 Pradel ~/ made a study on attitudes and knowledge of 
children regarding the present world crisis (World War II). She 
gave a questionnaire to 757 seventh grade children in various 
schools throughout New England to determine their knowledge 
regarding the war and their attitudes toward political, racial 
land economic questions. The results of the study revealed that 
the children were well informed on events of the war but not 
well informed as to important locations or leaders and their 
activities. Ninety-six per cent of the children indicated that 
they were interested in war news. Their attitudes regarding 
political, racial and economic problems were much the same as 
what was being generally accepted during the War. 
ID:i/ Gertrude A. Pradel, "Attitudes and Knowledge ·Of Children 
Regarding the Present World Crisis, World War II," Unpublished 
Master's thesis, Boston University, Boston, 1944· · 
A similar study was carried out a year later by Carle,~/ 
on the fifth grade level, to determine children's interest in 
and knowledge of world affairs. By using a world-affairs test 
and a unique interest-questionnaire, data were obtained from 
468 boys and girls. Carle's study showed that the children as 
a group were not well informed on all types of news. Children 
were better informed on "home front't news than on war news. 
Boys had a greater knowledge of war news than girls. The study 
revealed that the children as a group were not particularly 
interested in activities of a current event nature. Boys, how-
ever, were more interested than girls. The study also revealed 
that children with the greater interest in world affairs had a 
greater knowledge of world affairs. It was concluded that much 
could be done with current events on the fifth grade level once 
interest is aroused. 
A study directly related to current events was undertaken 
by Winkler ~ in 1934· A comprehensive questionnaire was 
given to 2863 children, including grades four through twelve, 
to discover their newspaper reading interes~s. This study 
clearly showed the interests in newspaper reading of children 
for each grade level. An analysis of the data indicated that 
[il Barbara Carle, 11 The Interest and Knowledge of Fifth Grade 
Children Regarding World Affairs,n Unpublished Master's thesis, 
Boston University, Boston, 1945· 
g£1 Marian Lee Winkler, "The Newspaper Reading Interests of 
Children (Grades IV- XII),'' Unpublished Master's thesis, 
Boston University, Boston, 1934· 
I 
II 
II 
II 
there was a dropping off in interest in comics and an upward 
trend in interest in editorials as children advanced from grade 
to grade. It was concluded that children's interest in news 
became greater as they matured. 
Frierson gz/ in a study to determine children's knowledge 
of current political and civic information gave a test to 670 
children in grades six, seven and eight, in several towns and 
cities. The results showed that the children knew little about 
present-day affairs. The author concluded that schools were 
failing to achieve the aim of problem thinking in terms of 
present-day civic and political problems. It was found that 
there was no appreciable difference between rural and city 
school children in knowledge of current affairs. A variation 
was found, however, between schools and communities, which was 
accredited to good and poor teaching more than any other factor. 
28/ Kelty and Moore -- undertook an experimental study of the 
teaching of current events in the middle grades. In this ex-
periment the "News OUtline," published by the American Education 
Press, was studied in detail. From the data obtained, the 
authors concluded that such a method was sufficient to arouse 
27/ Margaret Shepard Frierson, "A Study of Children's Knowledge 
of Current Political and Civic Information," Unpublished 
Master's thesis, Boston University, Boston, 1938. 
28/ Mary G. Kelty and Nelle E. Moore, "An Experimental Study of 
the Teaching of Current Events in the Middle Grades," 
Elementary School Journal, Vol. 32, February, 1932, pp.417-425· 
15 
real interest in world news with fifth and sixth grade pupils 
and that children can read world news intelligently if it is 
presented in suitable language. Other conclusions drawn were 
that a thirty-minute period a week was sufficient for fifth 
and sixth grade children, and that a study of current events in 
school affects favorably their interest in reading news outside 
of school. 
Day ~/ conducted a. current event study during 1934 and 
1935 which involved all children in grades six through twelve 
for a whole school system. In this study two news tests were 
administered -- one at the beginning of the. school year and the 
other at the beginning of the next school year. Each test con-
tained fifty multiple choice questions on current news of 
various types. Comparison of data of the two testings revealed 
that materials used in teaching current events did not make so 
much difference as the manner in which they were used. Data 
also implied, for the study as a whole, that much of children's 
knowledge of current events was gained regardless of instruc-
tion and not because of it. For the sixth grade level, however, 
it was found that children who received systematic instruction 
were better informed than those who received informal instruc-
tion. There was a tendency, on the whole, for children with 
median intelligence quotients above one hundred to fail to make 
~/ L. c. Day, "Boys and Girls and Current Events,." Elementary 
School Journal, Vol. 36, January, 1936, PP• 354-351. 
16 
scores proportionate to their ability. This study also revealed 
that boys exceeded girls in knowledge of world affairs. 
Blair iQ/ made a study on the junior high and high school 
levels to determine relation of intelligence to knowledge of 
world affairs. An extremely marked difference was found to 
exist between bright and dull children as to their knowledge of 
national and international affairs. This difference was equally 
pronounced on both the junior high and senior high school leve~ 
The differences possessed marked statistical reliability. The 
author felt that it was important for all individuals to poss-
ess a knowledge of what is happening in the world and. concluded 
that schools should make every effort to develop interest in 
world affairs of pupils with limited mental ability. 
~~at have the above studies contributed to knowledge 
regarding current events in the middle grades? It can be said 
that they show, in general: 
' 1. The weaknesses of children in knowledge of world 
affairs. 
2. The lack of interest in some types of news. 
3· To some extent the best methods of instruction. 
4. The superiority of boys to girls in knowledge and 
interest regarding world affairs • 
. iQ/ G. M. Blair, 
I World Affairs, tt 
ji pp. 762-763. 
"Relation of Intelligence to Knowledge of 
School ~Society, Vol. 48, December 10, 1938, 
I 
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5· That intelligence is an important factor in knowledge 
of current events, but that greater intelligence does 
not show a proportionately greater knowledge of world 
affairs. 
6. That interest is probably an important factor in 
learning about current events. 
7• That method is a more important factor than materials 
used for the learning situation. 
8. That children seem to acquire knowledge of current 
affairs in spite of instruction. 
9· That maturity is a factor in the type of news read 
by children. 
~Vhile such contributions are all helpful in dealing with 
current events, it is noteworthy that all studies are based on 
the assumption that a knowledge of world affairs is important 
in itself. To what extent does the study of current events 
make for better citizenship? Is there an immediate benefit or 
is it a future goal? Do children who have studied current 
affairs think more clearly and logically than children who have 
had no instruction in current events? Do children who have 
studied current events read important news voluntarily to a 
greater extent than those who have not had current event in-
struction? Data on such problems would greatly assist educator~ 
in coming to agreement as to the purpose and place for current 
events. 
18 
The place for current events in the middle grades is an 
aspect of the present study. The summary and conclusions of 
the present study will be treated in Chapter v. 
19 
Cl!APTER III 
PLAN OF PROCEDURE 
The present study involved (1) building a current news 
test on the fifth-grade level, (2) selecting a population to 
be tested, (3) administering the news test, (4) assembling the 
social studies choices and scoring the news test, and (5) 
tabulation, comparison and analysis of the data. 
Building the Current News Test.- - In building the current 
news test, the news items were selected for the period from 
September, 1947, to March, 1948. The items were selected on 
the basis of prominence in the news and of suitability for 
fifth-grade children. News source s for the news test items 
covering the period of this study were: 
1. Boston Herald 
2. Christian Science Monitor 
3· u.s. News and World Report 
4· My Weekly Reader -- Edition Number Five 
5· Time -- Current Affairs Test (For the period from 
September 1 through December 31, 1947) 
6. Radio news broadcasts 
A, news item was considered prominent if given considera-
tion in both radio news broadcasts and newspapers. Time 
- ~0 -
I 
~ 
current Affairs ~ offered suggestions for types of news 
items which could be adapted to fifth-grade level. ~Weekly 
Reader served as a guide for determining degree of difficulty 
and for determining suitability of news items for fifth-grade 
children. 
All test items were multiple choice questions with four 
responses. A first draft of the news test, with forty-two 
items, was made and presented to a jury of some forty elemen-
tary graduate students for criticism. As a result fifteen 
items were either changed or discarded. More test items were 
constructed. The resulting revision was also criticised and 
again a few minor changes were made. The final test comprised 
fifty-seven items which were considered suitable for fifth-
grade children. 
Selection of Population to be Tested.-- The present study 
embraced as far as possible the entire fifth-grade population 
of one whole city. The study actually involves 210 fifth-
grade boys and 230 fifth-grade girls or a total -of 440 children 
This particular fifth-grade population was selected for the 
present study on the basis of being representative of wide and 
v·aried backgrounds with no particular social or economic group 
predominating. 
Administering the News Test.-- The news test was adminis-
tered to all children in the study on March 30, 1948. Each 
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fifth-grade teacher administered the test to her own fifth-
grade class. Pupil directions for taking the test were embodied 
in the test papers. Direction sheets for teachers were supplied 
for uniformity in administering the tests throughout the city. 
Children were given a reasonable length of time for completing 
the test. Children's names were required on the test papers to 
facilitate matching them with their subject preference check 
lists. The test forms and direction sheets for teachers were 
sent to the superintendent of schools who took charge of their 
dispersal to the classrooms of fifth-grade teachers in all 
schools. 
Assembling tbe Social Studies Choices and Scoring the News 
Test.-- As has been previously stated, the present study is 
related to the ••subject Preference Study" in that it uses data 
from one city in that study. The data used are taken directly 
from the original subject pref'erence check lists of individual 
children. The actual data employed in the present study are 
the children's ratings of social studies as one of their schoo·l 
subjects. The rating given by each child -- first choice, 
second choice, third choice, or not chosen -- is compared 
directly with his score on the current news test. 
A total of 546 completed tests were returned rea.dy for 
scoring. However, no test papers were scored until after match-
ing was done of each child's news test with his subject prefer-
lence check list. In matching, a total of eighty-three news 
I 
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tests were found to have no corresponding subject preference 
check lists which eliminated them from the study. This loss 
in number is partly due to the fact that the news test was 
administered some fou~ months after the "subject Preference 
Study" had check this city, which permitted time for shifting 
of school population. Children absent from school at the time 
of the subject preference check and present at the time the 
news test was administered would also account for loss in num-
ber of matchings. 
One classroom of twenty-three children was eliminated from 
the study because history and geography were taught as separate 
subjects rather than as the single subject of social studies, 
which made the subject preference check lists inconsistent with 
all others in the city. 
The actual number of possible matched papers was 440. As 
the papers were matched, the social studies rating (first 
choice, second choice, third choice, not chosen) indicated on 
each child's subject preference check list was recorded on the 
front page of his current news test. In the not chosen group, 
the child's rating indicated for like, neutral or dislike was 
also recorded. 
The score for each child on the current news test was the 
number of items correctly marked on his test. Each test was 
given a number so that each one could be referred to by number 
instead of by name. 
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Organizing the Raw Data.-- In organizing the raw data for 
special purpose tabulation and analysis, the first step was to 
build a general purpose table. (See Appendix, Page 47.) Each 
child was tabulated by number, sex, social studies rating and 
current news test score. 
As the purpose of the present study is to show what rela-
tionship exists between children's knowledge of current news and 
their preference for social studies, groups were next formed for 
comparison. The data were assembled into groups, each one of 
which represents the rating given to social studies by the 
children in that group. The ratings actually resolved into the 
following nine separate headings: 
1. First choice 
2. Second choice 
3· Third choice 
4· The three choices combined 
5· Not chosen but liked (0-L) 
6. Not chosen and neither liked nor disliked (O-N) 
7· Not chosen and disliked (0-D) 
8. over-all not chosen 
9· All ratings combined 
The present study also compares boys with girls. Consequently, 
in considering boys and girls separately and combined for each 
of the nine headings for social studies ratings, a total of 
twenty-seven separate child groupings are formed. 
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The third step in organizing the data was to compute the 
mean of the scores obtained by children, in each of the group-
ings, on the current news test. The standard deviation was 
then computed for each of the twenty-seven groups. 
To determine whether there is any significant relation-
ship between the children's knowledge of current news and 
preference for social studies, the fourth step was to find the 
significance of differences between means on the current news 
test of groups representing the following social studies 
ratings: 
1. First choice vs. not chosen 
2. Second choice vs. not chosen 
3· Third choice vs. not chosen 
4· Combined choices vs. not chosen 
5· Like vs. dislike 
6. Like vs. neutral 
7· Neutral vs. dislike 
For the purpose of comparing boys and girls, the significance 
of differences between their means on the current news test 
was also found for each of the following social studies ratings 
1. First choice 
2. Choices combined 
3· Not chosen 
The tabulation and analysis of the data as organized 
I above is treated in Chapter rv. 
I 
I 
1-
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The means on the current news test of the various social 
studies ratings groups are summarized in Tables I and II. All 
other tables deal with data from these two tables and are for 
the purpose of determining the significance of the various 
means. 
It will be noted in Table I that no one group, regardless 
of social studies rating, obtained a mean markedly different 
than that of any other group. The greatest difference of means, 
when considering boys and girls combined, is 3·58 and is between 
first choice and not chosen, in favor of first choice. It 
appears that all means, representing the boys and girls combined 
for the three choices, are slightly greater than the mean for 
the boys and girls combined representing the not chosen group. 
Although the differences of means are small in favor of the 
three choices, this sort of outcome would tend to indicate that 
children who prefer social studies are better informed regard-
ing current news than those who do not prefer social studies. 
However, another aspect should be considered in interpret-
ing the data. If children who prefer social studies tend to 
! have the greater knowledge of current news, it could be assumed 
that there would be a consistent dropping off in knowledge of 
- 26 -
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TABLE I 
THE NUMBER AND PER CENT OF BOYS AND GIRLS COMPARED, SEPARATELY 
AND COMBINED, FOR SOCIAL STUDIES CHOICES, SEPARATELY AND 
COMBINED, WITH THE MEAN OF THE CORRESPONDING SCORES ON 
THE CURRENT NEWS ·.TEST WITH STANDARD DEVIATIONS 
Social Studies Per News Standard 
Group No. Test 
Choice Cent* Mean Deviation 
{ 1) (2) ( 3) <4> ( 5) (6) 
Boys ' and Girls 41 9·32 27.21 6.~ First Choice Boys 31 7·04 27.69 6.1 
Girls 10 2.27 25.60 6.54 
Boys and Girls 54 12.27 24.6~ 7.26 
Second Choice Boys 37 8.~1 25·~ ~:42 Girls 17 3· 6 22. 7 
Boys and Girls 49 11.13 27.17 5.10 
Third Choice Boys ~ 7·8~ 2~.80 5·37 Girls 3·1 2 ·42 3·90 
Boys and Girls 144 32.72 26.2~ 6.48 
Combined Choices Boys 103 23·39 26.9 6.57 
Girls 41 9·32 24.34 5·79 
Boys and Girls 296 6~.25 2,.63 6.45 
Not Chosen Boys 127 2 .85 2 ·31 6.42 
Girls 169 38.40 23.88 6.33 
Choices Boys and Girls 440 100.00 24-~6 6.57 
and Not Chosen Boys 230 ~2.26 25. ~ 6.b3 
Combined Girls 210 7·71 23.1 6.30 
are all children in * All percentages 
j the study (440). figured on the basis of 
~ 
I 
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current news between first and second choice groups, and second 
and third choice groups. The data do not reveal such a situa-
tion. The difference of means of first choice and second 
choice is 2.54 in favor of first choice while the difference of 
means of second choice and third choice is 2.50 in favor of 
third choice. The difference of means of first choice and 
third choice is only .04 in favor of first choice. 
It will be noted that boys are consistent in all cases in 
having slightly larger means than girls. For first choice, the 
difference of means in favor of boys in 2.09. Considering the 
choices combined, the difference of means in favor of boys is 
2.64. For not chosen, the difference of means in favor of boys 
. is only ·43· 
By comparing means of scores obtained by groups on the 
current news test in relationship to social studies ratings, it 
might be concluded that there is a tendency for children who 
prefer social studies to be better informed regarding current 
news than children who do not prefer social studies. There 
also seems to be a tendency for boys to have a greater know-
ledge of current news than girls. However, the differences of 
means are small enough to warrant statistical treatment to 
determine whether or not differences are significant. 
I 
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It is interesting to note that the data obtained from the 
"Subject Preference Study" show that more boys prefer social 
studies than girls. Considering the choices combined, 103 boys l 
to 41 girls rated social studies as first, second, or third 
choice . On the whole, however, slightly less than a third of 
all children in the study rated social studies as first, second 
or third choice. 
Table II deals with all children who did not indicate a 
choice for social studies. This group is actually slightly 
more than two-thirds of all children in the study or 67.25 per 
cent. For this group the social studies ratings of like, 
neutral and dislike were used. The data for these three 
ratings were organized for comparison in the not chosen group 
in the same manner as the data for the three choices were or-
ganized for comparison in the choice group. 
It will be observed that means of groups representing 
like, neutral and dislike do not show any very marked differ-
ence. There is, however, a slight but consistent dropping off 
in knowledge of current news between like and neutral, and 
neutral and dislike, for boys and girls combined. 
The evidence revealed in Table II should be considered in 
support of, rather than a part of, the evidence revealed in 
Table I because the ratings of like, neutral and dislike are 
feelings that the not chosen group indicated for social studies 
as one of the school subjects, while the three choices are 
ratings given to social studies by the choice group as one of 
all the school subjects. 
It is of interest to note that, of the 296 children who 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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TABLE II 
THE NUII'fBER AND PER CENT OF BOYS A1TD GIRLS (WHO DID NOT INDICATE 
A CHOICE FOR SOCIAL STUDIES) COMPARED, SEPARATELY AND COiviBINED, 
FOR EACH STATEMENT REGARDING THEIR FEELDTG FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 
1NITH THE ME AN OF THE CORRESPONDING SCORES ON THE 
-
CURRENT NEWS TEST WITH# STANDARD DEVIATIONS 
I 
Feeling For Per News Standard 
Social Group ·-No. Test -
Studies ' Cent~<- Mean Deviation 
Like Boys and Girls 13.1 i4•76 24.05 6.33 Boys ~~ -54 25.31 6.5.7 Girls 15.22 23.28 5-b7 
Boys and Girls 131 29.76 23·45 6.60 
Neutral Boys 51 11.59 25.05 6.2~ 
Girls 80 18.18 22.67 6.7 
Boys and Girls 34 7·76 22.77 6.27 
Dislike Boys 12 2.73 20.75 6.15 
Girls 12 4-99 23.46 6.30 
*All percentages are figured on the basis of all children in 
the study (41-J_O). 
Boys obtained a smaller mean on the current news test for 
groups representing the dislike r a ting, which is the only 
grouping in the whole study where girls obt a ined a larger mean 
than boys. 
As in Table I, the evidence revealed in comparing means is 
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so slight that finding the significance of differences between 
means by use of some such statistical technique as the criti-
cal ratio is neeessary. 
Statistical Treatment of Data.-- The following formulas 
were used in finding all critical ratios: 
SEM s 
v 
CR ,. 
Ten critical ratios were found, and each is given separate 
tabulation and discussion. 
For the present study a critical ratio of 3.00 was chosen 
for the level of significance between means. In reference to 
the critical ratio and its implications Wert says, "'Whenever 
the ratio is three or more, it is a practical certainty that 
the difference is too great to be the result of sampling 
fluctuations." Y 
1/ James E. 'Nert, Educational Statistics, McGraw Hill Book Co.'· 
Inc., New York, 1938, p. 145· 
'oi 
TABLE III 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BET'flEEN THE MEAN OF 
BOYS AND GIRLS FOR COMBINED CHOICES VERSUS THE 
MEAN OF BOYS AND GIRLS FOR NOT CHOSEN 
RATING NO. MEAN SD DIFF SE DIFF OR 
Combined 
Choices 144 26.23 
·54 2.60 .66 3-94 
Not 
Chosen 
In Table III, the difference of 2.60 between the means is 
statistically significant in favor of the combined choices 
rating group since the critical ratio is 3·94· 
TABlE IV 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE MEAN OF 
BOYS AND GIRLS FOR FIRST CHOICE VERSUS THE 
MEAN OF BOYS AND G IR.LS FOR NOT CHOSEN 
RATING NO. MEAN SD SE M DIFF SE DIFF 
First 
Choice 41 27.21 6.24 .98 3·58 1.05 
Not 
Chosen 296 23.63 6.45 ·38 
In Table IV, the difference of 3. 58 between the means 
OR 
3-41 
is 
statistically significant in favor of the first choice rating 
group since the critical ratio is 3.41. 
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TABLE V 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE ME AN OF 
BOYS AND GIRLS FOR SECOND CHOICE VERSUS THE 
MEAN OF BOYS AND GIRLS F OR NOT CHOSEN 
RATING 
Second Choice 
Not Chosen 
NO. MEAN SD SEM DIFF SE DIFF CR 
·99 1.04 1.06 .98 
·38 
In Table V, the difference of 1.04 between the means is 
not statistically significant. The critical ratio of .98 indi-
cates that there are 67 chances in 100 that there is a true 
difference in favor of the second choice rating group. 
TABLE VI 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERE NCE BET'NEEN THE MEAN OF 
BOYS AND GIRLS FOR THIRD CHOICE VE RSUS THE 
RATING 
Third Choice 
Not Chosen 
MEAN OF BOYS AND GIRLS FOR NOT CHOSEN 
NO. MEAN SD SEM DIFF SE DIFF CR . 
5.10 ·73 3·54 .82 4-32 
6.45 ·38 
In Table VI, the difference of 3·54 between the me ans is 
statistically significant in favor of the third choice rating 
group since the critical ratio is 4.32. 
TABLE VII 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BET1j"r.EEN THE MEAN OF 
BOYS A_ND GIRLS FOR LIKE VERSUS THE MEAN OF 
BOYS AND GIRLS FOR DISLIKE 
RATING NO. MEAN SD SEM DIFF SE DIFF 
Like 131 24.05 6.33 ·55 1.28 1.21 
Dislike 34 22.77 6.27 1.08 
In Table VII, the difference of 1.28 between the means 
not statistically significant. The critical ratio of 1.06 
CR 
1~06 
is 
indicates that there are 71 chances in 100 that there is a true 
difference in favor of the like rating group. 
TABIE VIII 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE MEAN OF 
BOYS AND GIRLS FOO LIKE VERSUS THE li1EAN OF 
BOYS AND G IRI.S FOR NEUTRAL 
RATDW 
Li ke 
Neutral 
NO. MEAN 
131 24.05 
131 23-45 
SD 
6.33 
6.60 
DIFF SE DIFF 
-55 .60 .80 
-58 
CR 
-75 
In Table VIII, the difference of .60 between the means is 
not statistically significant. The critical ratio of ·75 
indicates that there are 54 chances in 100 that there is a true 
1 difference in favor of the like rating group. 
TABIE IX 
TEE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BET1NEEN THE MEAN OF 
RATING 
Neutral 
BOYS AND GIRLS FOR NEUTRAL VERSUS THE 1'.EAN OF 
BOYS AND GIRLS FOR DISLIKE 
NO. MEAN DIFF SE DIFF 
131 6. 6o • 58 .68 
I 55 
CR 
·47 
Dislike 34 22.77 6.27 1.08 1--------ll 
In Table IX, the difference of .68 between the means is 
not statistically significant. The critical ratio of .47 indi-
cates that there are 36 chances in 100 that there is a true 
difference in favor of the neutral rating group. 
TABlE X 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE MEAN OF BOYS 
VERSUS THE MEAN OF GIRLS FOR COMBINED CHOICES 
RATllTG NO. MEAN SD SEM DIFF SE DIFF 
{Combined 
Choices) 
Boys 103 26.98 6.57 .65 2.64 1.11 
Girls 41 24.34 5·79 -90 
In Table X, the difference of 2.64 between the means is 
CR · 
2.38 
not statistically significant. The critical ratio of 2.38 indi-
cates that there are 98 chances in 100 that there is a true 
!difference in favor of boys for combined choices rating. 
I 
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TABLE XI 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BET'NEEN THE MEAN OF BOYS 
VERSUS THE 1ffiAN OF GIRLS FOR FIRST CHOICE 
RATING 
(First Choice) 
Boys 
Girls 
NO. 
31 
10 
MEAN SD SE M 
6.18 1.11 
6.54 2.07 
DIFF SE DIFF 
2. 09 2. 35 
CR 
.89 
In Table XI, the difference of 2.09 between the means is 
not statistically significant. The critical ratio of .89 
indicates that there are 62 chances in 100 that there is a true 
difference in favor of boys for first choice rating. 
TABLE XII 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BE~~ffiEN THE MEAN OF 
BOYS VERSUS THE MEAN OF GIRLS 
FOR NOT CHOSEN 
RATrnG 
(Not Chosen) NO. MEAN SD SEM DIFF SE DIFF 
-
Boys 127 24.31 6.42 ·57 -43 ·75 
Girls 169 23.88 6.33 ·49 
CR 
·57 
In Table XII, the difference of .L~3 between the means is 
not statistically significant. The critical ratio of ·57 
j indicates that there are 43 chances in 100 that there is a true 
I difference in favor of boys for the not chosen rating. 
I 
II 
II 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Summary.-- It was the purpose of this study to show wha t 
relationship exists, on a fifth-grade level; between- children's 
knowledge of current news and their preference for socia l 
studies. In order to carry out the study, a current news test 
wa s built and administered to 210 fifth- gr ade girls and 230 
fifth-grade boys in the schools of a city that had been checked 
by the "Subject Preference study. 11 Scores obtained on the 
· current news test were compared with corresponding ratings 
given to social studies on the check lists of the "Subject 
Preference Study." Boys and girls were sorted, separately and 
combined, into groups according to ratings given to social 
studies. The social studies ratings used were first choice of 
all subjects, second choice of all su bjects, third choice of 
all subjects, and not chosen in the first three choices. For 
not chosen, the rating s of like, neutral, and dislike_ were also 
used. The means of scores on the current news test of the 
various groups were then compared to see if there were any 
tendency for those children who preferred social studies to be 
any better informed regarding current news than those who did 
not prefer social studies. 
The evidence of this study is to be found in the 
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difference of means of scores, on the current news test, of 
groups representing the various ratings given to social studies. 
/ 
The significance of differences between means of groups repre-
senting key comparisons, was found by computing the critical 
ratio between them. 
For a general picture, the most significant comparison for 
this study is between all children who preferred social studies 
to other subjects and all children who did not prefer social 
studies to other subjects.. This was accomplished by comparing 
the news test mean of a 11 childre.n who rated social studies as 
' 
first, second, or third choice with the news test mean of all 
children who did not Choose social studies. While the differ-
ence of me·ans of these two groups was only 2. 60, it was found 
to be a true difference in favor of the children who preferred 
social studies to other subjects. 
Another key comparison was between all children who rated 
social studies as first choice of all subjects and all children 
who did not choose social studies. The difference of means 
here was 3.58. This was also found to be a true difference in 
favor of the children who preferred social studies to other 
subjects. 
In comparing all children who rated social studies as 
second choice with all children who did not choose social 
studies, the difference of means was found to be 1.04 in favor 
· 
1 
of the children who rated social studies as second choice. 
.e 
This difference, however, was not statistically significant. 
A mean difference of 3·54 was found between children 
rating social studies as third choice and children who did not 
choose social studies. This difference was a true difference 
in favor of the third choice group. 
This study also considered the ratings of like, neutral, 
and dislike as given to social studies by those children who 
did not indicate a preference for social studies. In dealing 
with these ratings, key comparisons of news test means are 
between all children in groups of like versus dislike, like 
versus neutral, and neutral versus dislike. In these three 
comparisons it will suffice to say that a small difference in 
means was found in favor of like over neutral, like over dis-
like, and for neutral over dislike. However, not one of these 
three differences was found to be statistically significant. 
Further key comparisons were made between boys and girls. 
The ratings of first choice, the three choices combined, and 
not chosen were used. In these three comparisons boys, in 
each case, received slightly higher news test means than girls. 
Here again, the differences between means of boys versus girls 
were not statistically significant. 
The data from the "Subject Preference Studytt reveal in 
the present study that more boys prefer social studies than 
girls. Of all children in the study, however, slightly less 
than a third rated social studies as first, second or third 
59 
choice. 
The current news test for the present study contained 
fifty-seven multiple choice items, and a score for this test 
was the number of items correctly marked. The mean of the 
scores of all 440 children in the study was 24.46 with a stan-
dard deviation of 6.57. 
Conclusions.-- The results of this study show that fifth-
grade boys and girls who prefer social studies to other school 
subjects have a greater knowledge of current news than have 
fifth-grade boys and girls who do not prefer social studies to 
other school subjects. 
Other conclusions that can be drawn from this study, and 
from data of the '•subject Preference Studyu as applied to the 
children in the present study are: 
1. The difference between boys and girls regarding 
knowledge of current news, covered by the present news 
test, is not significant. 
2. There is no significant difference in knowledge of 
current news, covered by the present news test, of 
children who like social studies and children who dis-
like social studies when social studies is not a pre-
ferred subject. 
3· Children as a group were not very well informed on 
the news covered by the current news test of this 
study. 
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4· More boys than girls prefer social studies. 
5· less than one-third of the children rate social 
studies as a favored subject. 
6. Few children dislike social studies. 
Suggestions for Further Research.-- As suggestions ror 
further research, the following problems are presented: 
1. Is preference for the subject of reading ~ factor in 
knowledge of current affairs of fifth-grade children? 
2. Is reading achievement a factor in knowledge of 
current affairs of fifth-grade children? 
3· What are the factors that make social studies preferred 
by more boys than girls on the fifth-grade level? 
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APPENDIX 
I 
I 
-- ' 
GENERAL PURPO 'E '!'ABLE 
I 
I A TAB ATION OF LL ATA I C:LUDING NUMBER., SEX , I 
OCIA.L STU IES BJ.'i'ING , M-TD NF.WS TEST SCOEE 
OF EP.CH CHIT D IN THE TUDY 
p pil Soc.'a1 News Pttl i1 Social NAWS 
ex St dil3 Te t Sex Studies Test 
Number Rating Score Number Re.ting Score 
1 B 3 32 36 B 2 29 
2 B O-N* 22 37 B O- N 23 
3 B 0-N 27 38 B 0-N 15 
4 B 0-N 30 39 B 0-N 23 
5 B 2 21 40 B 0-N 25 
6 B 2 40 41 B 0-L* 16 
7 B 0-L* 28 42 B 3 25 
8 B 0- 35 43 B 3 31 
9 B 0-L 32 44 B 0 -J.~ 28 
10 B 0-L 28 45 B 0-N 22 
11 B 0-D* 25 46 B 3 2n 
12 B 3 24 47 B 0-L 29 I 
13 G 0-L 29 48 B 1 39 
14 G 0-L 25 49 B 2 25 
15 G 0-N 31 50 B 0-D 18 
16 G 0-D 27 51 B 3 25 
17 G 0-N 20 52 B 1 31 
18 G 3 20 53 G 3 22 
19 G 0-N 23 54 G 0-N 28 
20 G 0-L 24 55 G 0-L 27 
21 G O-N 36 ' 56 G 0-N 30 
22 G 0-N 28 57 B 3 29 
23 G 0-N 18 58 B 2 27 
24 G 0-L 20 59 B 0-N 27 
25 G 0-N 26 60 B 3 27 
26 G 0-D 12 61 G 0-N 26 
27 G 0-L 21 62 G 0-N 26 
28 G 3 22 63 G 0-N 25 
I 
29 G O-N 27 64 G 3 29 
50 G 0-D 22 65 G 3 25 
31 G 3 26 66 li 0-L 16 I 32 B 0-N 29 67 G 0-N I 26 I 33 B 1 25 68 G 1 20 
I 
I 
34 B 1 22 69 G 0-N 30 
55 B 0-L 19 70 G 3 25 
. / *0-N means not c1 OS'3n and nel t her l 1ked nor dlSl lked. 0-L means n ot 
l'.~ut liked. 0-D ' eans n ot chosen an d disliked. 
I . 
I 
chosen J 
-r= 
P"' 
. 48 
GENERAL PURPOSE TABLE (CONTINUED) 
I 
Pupil Social News Pupil Social Ne1rvs 
Sex Studies Test Sex Studies Test 
e Number RatinP' Score Number Rating Score 71 G 0-N 19 117 B 2 27 
72 G 0-N 15 118 G 0-N 51 
75 B 5 56 119 G 0-N 23 
74 B 0-N 25 120 G 0-J.~ 18 
75 B 2 19 121 G o-n 24 
76 B 0-L 25 122 G 0-L 20 
77 G 5 52 -123 G 0-N 29 
78 B 0-L 14 124 G 0-N 25 
79 B 0-N 24 125 G 0-D 22 
80 B 1 24 126 G 0-N 19 
81 B 0-N 20 127 G 0-N 28 
82 B 0-L 55 128 G O-N 13 
85 B 2 53 129 G 0-L 55 
84 B 0-N 14 130 G 0-N 27 
85 .b 0-L 55 131 G 0-L 17 
86 B 0-L 19 152 G 3 28 
87 B O-N 21 133 G 0-L 15 
88 G o-L 26 154 G 0-N 27 
89 G 0-D 25 135 G 0-L 2?. 
90 G O-N 41 156 ,.., 0-N 9 u 
91 G 1 54 157 G 2 19 
92 G 0-N 18 138 B 2 20 
93 B 3 52 159 B 2 27 
94 B 0-L 35 140 B 0-L 41 
95 B 0-L 29 141 B 2 57 
96 B 0-L 59 142 B 2 50 
97 B 5 52 143 B 0-L 20 
98 B 1 33 144 B 5 56 
99 B O-N 35 145 B 5 21 
100 B 0-L 52 46 B 0-L 19 
101 B 0-L 57 147 B 0-N 55 
102 B 0-N 50 148 B 0- 21 
105 B 2 46 149 B 1 52 
104 B 0-L 52 150 B 0-N 32 
105 B O-N 55 151 B 3 52 
106 B 1 56 152 B 1 21 
107 B 0-N 55 153 n 0-N 20 
108 B 0-L 21 154 G O-N 18 
109 B 0-L 26 155 G 0-D 19 
e 1 0 B 0-L 20 156 G 2 16 111 B 0-N 55 157 G 0-L 26 
112 B 0-L 56 158 G 0-L 21 
113 B 0-T 16 159 G 0-L 25 
114 B 0-L 3 160 G O-N J1 
1.15 B 1 25 161 G 0-N 27 
116 B 2 57 162 G 0-D 20 
I 
I 
I 
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I GENERAL PURPOSE TABLE (CONTINUE 
) 
Pu il Social News Pupil Social New 
Sex Studie Test Sex Studies Test 
e Number Ratine Sc o:r.e Number Rating Score I lo;) G 0- D 39 209 G 2 21 
lfi4 G o..D 52 210 B l _ 
165 G 0- D 29 2 l B 0-T 28 
lf)~ G 2 27 212 B 3 17 
P.7 G 0-N 6 213 B 0-L 20 
168 G 0- :N 23 2]4 B 0- L 20 
1R9 G O- Il 3 2 5 B 0- D .5 
170 G 0-L 17 216 . B 0-L 20 
171 G 0-N 25 217 B 
- 21 
172 r. 0-N 20 218 G 0- ~ 19 
17?i G 0-N 26 219 G 0-N 28 
174 G 2 57 220 G 0-L 28 
175 G 0-N 24 22 G 0-:N 24 
76 G 0-L 14 222 G 0-L 21 
1 77 B 0-N 30 223 G 0-L 23 
178 B 0- N 28 224 G 0-_ 14 
17\1 B 5 20 225 G 0-N 25 
180 B 1 35 226 11 0-N 52 
] Rl B 0-N 29 227 G 0-N 25 
182 0- D 25 228 G O-N 22 
18?> R 3 20 229 G 0-N 25 
184 B Cl - D 29 230 G 2 27 
185 B 0-T, 20 2?i1. G 0-1\T 25 
186 B o-D 21 202 B 1 2::5 
187 B 0-~.'f 51 233 B 5 26 
188 B 1 '?i 7 234 B 0-L 21 
J.89 B 0-J, 30 255 B 0-L 22 
]_gQ G 2 19 236 B 0-L 28 
191 G 0-N 15 237 B 0-L 25 
1g2 G 0- N 29 258 B 1 24 
I 190 G 0-N 36 239 B 3 26 l~ G O-N 10 240 B 2 27 
1_95 G 0-L 25 241 B 0-N 24 
1 gr; c. 0-D 24 242 B 1 30 
l\17 n. 0-L 25 24:5 B OJJ 17 
198 r, 0 - N 24 244 "R 0-L 20 
199 G 3 35 245 B 1_ 25 
200 G 0- D 1.8 246 G 0-N 22 
I 20 r,. 0-t. 27 247 G '"' 24 /:.e I 202 r,. 2 26 248 G 3 27 I 203 G Q-T, 15 249 G 0-T, 15 
I 204 r. 0-L 24 ~50 r- 1 30 
205 n. 0- 111 24 251 G 0-N 19 
206 G 0-1 21 252 G 5 29 
207 G 0- D 22 253 G 0-L 12 
208 G 0- L 20 2S4 G 2 2;1 
-
I II 
r 
I 
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GEN~L PUR0 0RE TARTJi£ ( r.oNTTiiTTJED) 
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Pu::>il Social News ?upil Social NE'!WS 
e I S X Studies Test 
s.,x Studies Test 
Number B.3.ting Score Number Rating Score 
255 G 0- U 19 300 G 0-~ 21 
2!16 G 2 9 301 G 0-L 16 
257 G 0-L 21 30P. G 0-D H~ 
25<"3 G 0-T. 20 ;;;ms G 0-N 28 
!'9 B 3 ~6 304, G 0 25 
:?60 B 1 31 FiOt:; G 0-L 19 
261 B 2 21 ?lOR G 1_ ~0 
2R? 'R 0-N 3() ;<;n? (1. l J.q 
?65 B 0- T:, 30 ?!08 G 0-L ~1 
264 B 0 - N 29 ?)09 G 0-T, 29 
?.65 B 0-L 26 blO G 0-~T 9 
::>,RR B 5 34 5 1_'!_ B 0 -L 23 
I 
267 B 0-N ?6 ;';12 B 0-L 24 
268 B 0- L 24 5Hi B 3 ?7 
269 B 0-N ?3 Filt', B 0-T, 91 
270 B ?. ??. 5l,r:; B 3 3n 
9?1_ B 2 26 3 R 'R 2 20 
272 B 0-L 39 :z;17 0-N 2q 
275 B 3 2"' !)18 'R 0-I, ~" 
'?74 B 3 2A ?;19 B 0-L 22 
275 G 0-L 25 320 B 3 28 
:?'7R G 0-L 33 5·.1 B () _T, 24 
'?77 G 0-D 26 522 B 3 24 
278 G 0-D 25 323 B 2 51 
279 r,. O-N 26 ?i ?Ll. G 3 24 
280 G 0-D 3 ::125 G 0-L 38 
281 G O-N 23 ?;2(.) G 0-L :so 
28?. G 0-N 16 327 G 0-L 23 
285 G 1 29 ?i28 G 1 30 
284 G 0-N 51 :329 G 0 - 52 
285 G 0-L 21 350 G 0-L 22 
286 G 0-T 51 7?11 r, 0- 23 
'I 2 7 (1. 0- L 7-5 352 G 0- 24 li 288 G O-N 25 533 G 0-L 24 
I 289 B 0-~ 18 334 
,., 0 -L 28 \:r 
2~0 B 1 33 ?i35 G !> A I 291 B 3 27 :S36 G 0-L 17 
292 B 0-N 20 537 G 0-L !)Lt 
e 293 B 0-T, 28 538 G 1 26 294 B 0-J 26 339 G 0- 7 
II 29S B 0-L 25 ::140 G 0- TJ J~ 
li 29"' B 0-L 24 ?i4l B l 24 
I 
I 
297 B 0-L 19 342 B 1 25 
I 2qR G 0 -N 26 345 B 3 44 I 299 G 0-~ 24 ::S44 B 0-L 50 
-
I I I I 
I 
I 
I 
" 
I I I I 
I I I 
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P1m;_1 ·( ()(' i 8.1 News Pu9;.1 8oc:ia1 New 
Sex f!+udies Te t Se tudiP. Test 
e I '!l!umbe,... Jl:ating 8core !1Tl1J11.ber R.a.tiYJ.E" Score !-----
34f B 0-L 35 390 G 0-T" 18 
346 B 0-L 4 i'i9 ' G 2 ~0 
~47 B o-r ;:) 092 G 1 15 
348 B 0-N 21 395 G 0-L 22 
349 G 0-L 25 3Qtl. G O-N 15 
350 G 0-D 113 395 B 0-1\J 19 
351 G 0-L 
' 
22 396 B 2 1.6 
?)5?.. G 2 ti2 ::)Q7 B 3 28 
?i55 G 0-N 27 398 B 0-~ 14 
354 G 0-I. 51 39~ B O-N 10 
355 ('. 0-'N 29 400 B 2 12 
556 B l ?l2 401 B 0- D 12 
5!17 0-N 20 . 402 B 0-D 17 I 358 B 3 52 40:1 B 0-L 9 
3!19 R 1 3?> 404 B 2 18 
360 B 3 29 4ns B 0-N 2.!1. 
3fil B 0-D 52 40f; B 0-!·! 20 
362 B 2 36 407 B 0-N 17 
363 B 0-N 23 4(18 G 0-L 13 
36.!1. r. 0-T, 29 409 G 0-N 12 
365 G 0-L 20 410 G 3 21 
366 G 0-D 20' -411 G 0-L 21 
567 B 0-N 15 412 G 0-N 12 
368 B 2 25 413 B 2 24 
569 B 0-N 27 414 B 0-1 14 
570 B 2 53 415 B 3 21 
571 B 3 24 416 B 2 15 
372 B 1 16 417 B 0-N 25 
575 B 0-L 22 418 B 2 20 
374 B 0-D 24 419 B 2 22 
375 B 0-D 15 420 B 2 27 
I 576 B 0-L 27 421 B 1 50 
I 377 B 0-JJ 20 422 B 0- L 17 
I 3 78 B 1 25 425 B 1 31 
379 B 0-D 25 424 B 1 25 
580 B 2 24 425 B 1 23 
58 B 2 7 426 B 1 54 
382 B 2 22 427 B 0-L 25 
383 B 2 19 428 R 0-}! 19 e I 584 G 0-D 20 429 B 2 20 I 585 r,. 2 20 450 B 0-N 18 
586 11 0-N 20 431 B ·l · ~9 
387 G 0 - L 20 432 F 2 25 
~88 <1 2 20 453 G l 34 
II 
;z;gg G 0-L 14 454 G 0-N 11 
li I 
I 
I I 
i 
I I 
,. 
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GENERft~ PURPOSR TPBL~ ( COf-TTINWD ) 
-
. 
Pupil So ia.l News Pupil So is.l New 
e e St . -i.. es Test ex Rt d "P. 'rest Number Rat ng 'core> Numt>er Rating Scon:! 
435 " 0-L . 39 438 G 0-N 11 1..% 
436 G 0-N 28 ll.39 G 2 30 
437 G 0-N 21 440 G 0-L 23 
e I I 
i 
I· 
II 
II 
I I I 
GIRLS AND BOYS: Here is L 
chance to tell us what yo'f" 
favorite studies are and ~Y 
you like same studies better 
than others. 
-\ 
COLUMN I 
DIRECTIONS: Choose your favorite 
studies from those named r 
Put 1 before your first choice. 
Put 2 before your second choice. 
Put 3 before your third choice. 
(Mark these 3 choices in Col. I) 
Col. I I 
READING I 
ARITHMEI'IC I 
I 
LANGUAGE . or ENGLI~ 
I 
PENMANSHIP or HAN~WRITING 
SPELLING I 
GEOGRAPHY I 
HISTORY 
I 
SOCIAL STODIFS 
I 
ART or DRAWING I 
MUSIC I 
-
or NATURE I STUDY SCIENCE 
HEALTH EDUCATION I 
N 9 ame--------------------------~---------
School 
------------------~-----------
Town 
Mark w1 th an "X" Girl Boy 
.. 
Teacher's Name 
COLUMN II COLUMN III 
DIRECTIONS: Put a DIRECTIONS: Put a circle 
circle around the letter around the word which tells 
which tells how you feel ·whether you think a subject 
about each study. is EASY or HARD. 
L--I like it very much. 
N-~I neither like 
nor dislike it. 
D--I dislike 1 t very 
much. 
Col. II Col. III 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy .Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N . D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
L N D Easy Hard 
54 
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COPY OF DIRECTIONS TO TEACHERS 
FOR ADMINISTERING THE NEWS TEST 
DIRECTION SHEET FOR TEACHERS 
I, TEACHER t s NA~ I -
I ~---------------- SCHOOL 
----------------------
The News Test For Grade Five was constructed to obtain 
data for a phase of the recent Subject Preference Study. In 
giving this test will · you observe the following points: 
1. Be su~e all children understand how to take the test. 
2. Give ( reasonable length of time for children to 
compll te the test. 
3· 
4· 
Be sur e each child puts his name on his test. 
Tie a l l test papers for your class securely in one 
bundle with this direction sheet on the top. Return 
to thl person who gave you the original tests. 
I The following directions ~ supplied £I. the superinten-
[ 
dent of school~ in dispersing the tests to the various schools: 
--~- - -
To Principals and Teachers of Grade 5: 
I . 
Please give this ~ Tes t to all pupils in grade 5 
who are pt esent on Tuesday, March 30. The directions for 
I . li administering are enclosed with the tests. Please fill 
,,1 I in the di~ection sheet and return to the School Department 
I I I with the tests on Wednesday, March 31. 
==~arch 25, =19=4'-=8 *=1 ===-"'=============#=!== 
r 1 1~ li 
I I! 
• 
A NEWS TEST FOR GRADE FIVE 
NAME SCHOOL 
~lBE~TlQNS: Eacj statement in this te::-:::-::::-::::ngs wh:ch -
are nu..mb ered 1:, 12, 3, 4 . Only one of th e se ending s make the 
statement correct. Pick out the ending in each statement that 
you think makes it correct and mark an 11 X11 in th e spac e by the 
number in front of it. 
Here is a sample already done correctly to show wh Qr e th e 
nxn is placed . l 
§~LE: In 149 Columbus discovered 
1. ( ) Europe ) . Asia 
2. (X) America 4. Africa 
Here is a sam ple to do f o r practice . 
pu l pose of a SAMPLE: Th e library is t il 
---
l. ke ep wild animals ) . l end boo ks 
2 . s e ll g roceries 4 . serve mea ls 
In this sarpple did y ou mark ending number "3? When you under -
stand what to do , start doing the tes t. 
___________ _L _________________________________________________ _ 
THE TEST STARTS HERE: 
-----
1. Our Governrne t as t{ed u s to have one meatl e ss day a week to he l p 
55 
) . save corn for p l anting 1. 
2 . 
) se l l more vegetables 
feed hungry peopl e 4 . sa ve money fo r fanners 
2 . Our new Ch i e/f of Sta ff of the United States Army is 
1. ( ) GeJ eral Mark Cl a rk ) . Gen era l Geor~e Marshall 
2 . ( ) General J oseph Stillwel l 4 . Genera l .Ornar Br ad ley 
I 3. On October 21, 1947 , the famou s o ld ship 11Const i tution 11 
ce~~brate:o1:: birthday 
2 . 50~th birthday 
50th birthday 
4. 150th birthday 
-• 
Page 2 
4. C;ountries of the Western Hemisphere a g reed to stand toge ther 56 
s. 
6 . 
7. 
in the 
l. 
2 . 
George c . 
l . ( ) 
2 . ( ) 
Marshall Plan 
Truman Doctrine 
Marshall is now 
Secretary of Defense 
Governor of Ohio 
3. 
4. 
7j . 
4. 
The purpose of the Freedom Train is 
l. for free transportation 3 . 
2. to show famous documents 4. 
The "Big Eye 11 is a name given t o 
l. the 200-inch te l escope 3 · 
~ . a television sat 4 . 
Treaty o f Rio de Janeiro 
11onroe Doctrine 
Consul to New Zealand 
Secretary nf State 
to ca rry vegetabl es 
) to break s peed records 
) a big sunspot 
) Lak e :c:rie 
8 . By scattering dry ice into clcuds from an airplane, it has 
been found possible to 
l . { kill harmful pests 7j. ( ) i mprove the soil 
2 . make rainfall 4 . ( ) control forest fir e s 
9 . Mohandas Gandhi , Inciia ' s g reat religious l eader , was r e c ently 
l. shot to dea th ) sent to China 
2. put in prison 4. g iv c:; n a medal 
10. Our next presidential election will be in 
l. ( 
2. 
19 43 
19 49 
7j . ( ) 19 50 
4 . ( ) 1951 
ll. A state mentioned in the news last fall because of serious 
forest fir es was 
l. ( ) Connecticut 
2 . ( ) Maine 
) . 
4 . 
Tennessee 
California 
• 
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12. The man who gave money for the opening of a new room in the 
Boston Public Library because he wanted to do s omething for 
children is 
l. ( 
2. ( 
Knut Haug land 
J ohn Deferrari 
3. ( ) Charles Luckman 
4. ( ) Ralph Branca 
13. The new 11 pr e fabricated 11 houses are made 
l. entirely of g lass 3. ( ) of cement and til e 
2 . on assembly lines 4. ( ) only for Alaska 
5'i 
14. The latest and easiest method of keeping f oods from spoiling is 
l. canning 3 . ( fast- fr eez ing 
2. ( sun-drying 4. ( salting 
15. The new three-cent postag e stamp with a picture of an egret on 
it is in honor of the 
l. birds of America 1. ( ) s ett l ement of Florida 
2 . ) Everglad es Na tional Park 4. ( ) Fountain o f Youth 
1 6 . To· help meet the need for lumber , special u n l oading docks were 
built at Boston Harbor f or unloading l umber s ent from 
l. Southern Europe 3 . ( ) Northweste rn Afric a 
2 . We stern Australia 4. ( ) Northwestern United Sta t e s 
17. Th e appl e harves t in t he state of Wa shington f or 1947 wa s 
l. a compl et e failur e 
2 . unusually heavy 
) . ( 
4. 
the sam e a s in 1946 
ve r y ligh t 
18. Last November Princess Elizabe th was married to 
l. 
2. 
Winston Churchill 
Prince John 
19. Hawaii hopes soon to become 
l. ( ) a cent e r of world trade 
2. ( ) indepen dent fr om U. S. 
3' . 
4. 
3. 
4. 
Philip Mountbatten 
Lord Louis 
a Russian Satelite 
th e 49th state of U. S. 
• 
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20. The 11 C-54 Skymaster 11 called the ''Big Push 11 flew to England and 
back 
l. with an electric eye 3. ( with a load of coal 
58· 
2. ) without a pilot 4. ( without a landing gear 
21. The Dutch people to show their appreciation for the help given 
to th em by the United States during the wa r a re sending us some 
l. mixed tulip bulbs 3. ( va luabl e old paintings 
2 . beautiful clocks 4. handmade wooden sh o e s 
22 . Korea is c ontroll ed by 
l. ) Japan and China 7j. ) Palestine and Turkey 
2 . China and Burma 4. ) United Stat e s and Russia 
23. A country that is a Russian Satelite is 
l. Poland 3 . ( France 
2. Switzerland 4. ( Belgium 
24. The new nation in Asia that recently got her freedom from the 
British is 
l. 
2. 
) Afghanistan 
Tibet 
Burma 
Siam 
25. For a wedding gift Canada gave Princess Elizabeth 
l. 
2 . 
butter, eggs and fruit 
) a diamond n ecklac e 
) . 
4. 
maple furnitur e 
a mink coat 
26. A queen who quit her job to take a rest was Que en Wilhelmina of 
l. Greece 
2 . ( Netherlands 
3 • 
4 . 
Rumania 
Denmark 
Z7. A member of the United Natio.n s that refused to wo rk with th e 
11Little Assembly" is 
1. ) Russia 
2. ) United State s 
3 . 
4. 
France 
Sweden 
Page 5 
28. Henry A . Wa llace announced that he would be a pr e sidential 59 
candidate of 
l. the Democratic Party ) . the Socialist Part~ 
2 . a third part3r 4. a fourth party 
29. One of the leading Republican candidates for p r esident is 
1. ( ) Norman Rockwell Herbert H0over 
2 . ( ) Averell Harriman 4 . Robert Taft 
30 . President 'Truman's daughter , Margaret, was mentioned in the 
nevrs f o r 
l. sing ing ov e r the radio 3. ( vvri ting a book 
2 . playing the piano 4. ( acting on the stage 
31. ':['he Anti-Inflat i on Law a~1ks industrv to 
. u 
l. stop product ion ~ . ( ) keep prices down 
2. produce less goods 4 . ( ) raise pric e s 
32 . About one third of t he 1947 grain crop in the United Sta tes 
is be i ng used to 
l . fatten hogs 
2. feed people of Europe 
) . 
4. 
) make puffed cerea ls 
feed wi ld life 
33. The job of telling the world the news from United Nations 
headquarters was taken over by 
l. ( 
2 . ( 
Yanl{ee Networlc 
Mutua l Broadcasting Co . 
3 . ham radio operators 
·4 . United Press 
)4 . The purpose of President Truman ' s trip to Brazi l l ast fall was 
l. 
2 . 
for a vacation 
to speed production 
3 . 
4. 
~5. One purpose of the Marshall P l an is to 
l. hel ') feed Europe ~ . 
2. build more houses 
to plan price control 
to help make a treatu 
l ower taxes 
lower meat pr i c e s 
36. 
~7 . 
38'. 
39 . 
40. 
The Nobel Peace Prize for 1947 was 
l. Red Cross 
2. ( Quakers 
The grain harvest 
l. 
2 . 
The 
l. 
very good 
poor 
Freed om Train 
New York 
in United 
is guarded 
Police 
2. Edga r Hoover 
States 
by 
Princess Juliana is now ac ting as 
l. substitute queen 
2. royal s ec retary 
The trouble in Palestine is between 
l. French and English 
2. Turks and Greeks 
Page 6 
given to the 60 
3. Community Chest 
4. Salvation Army 
for 1947 was 
3. ( very poor 
4. ( ) fair 
3. United Stat e s Marines 
4. u. s. Army Captains 
~. ) l ead er in dre ss styl e s 
4. entertainer at parties 
) . ) Am ericans and Rus s ians 
4. ( ) Ara bs ·and Jews 
41. A state struck by a hurricane last fall was 
1. 
2. 
Neva da 
New Hamp shire 
3. ( ) Florida 
4. ( ) Montana 
42. A country behind the so-call ed 11 Iron Curta in'' i s 
43. 
1. 
2. 
Norway 
Russia 
One -purpos e of the Truman Doctrine 
1. ) a ·id Greece and Turkey 
2. ) control floods 
') . 
4 . 
is 
3. 
L.~ • 
to 
Eng l a nd 
Unit ed States 
expl or e the Ama zon 
aid Spain and Portugal 
'P age 7 
44 . The d isaefreement be tween Unit ed .Sta t es and Rus s i a on post .. war 
probl ems is call ed t he 
l . new struggle -:>; • u. S . po licy 
2 . cold war 4 . l ast ~ on flict 
45 . A country wh i ch is not on e of the 11 Big Four 11 is 
l , ) Unit ed States -:>; • ( ) Russia 
2 . ) Fra~ce 4 . ( ) Italy 
46 . The purpose o f the Fri endship Tra in is to 
1 . ) carry s ena tors 
2 . ) help share croppers 
47 . If Pr~sident ·1'r uman should die 
would be 
1 . Henry A. -;va l lace 
2 . J o seph E. :,far tin, Jl" . 
in 
-:>; , < 
4 . 
of f ice , 
) . 
4 . 
he lp Europe 
tran s po rt fuel o il 
t he next presid en t 
James v. ?orrestal 
Thomas .,.,., De Ney ..::. . 
48 , Sc i ent ist s with the help of t h e Uni t ed Na tion s have started to 
explo r e and study 
l. Death Va lley the Amazon Va ll ey 
2 . Northern Alaska 4 . th e Con~o 
49 . The two parts i nto wh ich British I ndia was diviC:ed are 
1. Bur:na a nd Arabia 3 . ( Ind ia a nd Afghanistan 
2 . India and Pa k is tan 4 . ( I nd i a and Ceylon 
50 . King Michae l has g iv en up h i s throne as rul er of 
1. Denmark -:>; , ( ) Nether l and s 
2 . Sweden 4 . ( ) Ruman i a 
51 . The Wo rld Series f or 1947 wa s won by the 
1. ) New York Yanke es 'i , Br ooklyn Dodger s 
2 . Boston Braves 4 . Cl evela nd Indians 
61 
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52 . Last December Joe Lewis alm9st l ost his championship in his 
contest with 
5-:s . 
54 . 
l. Buddy Baer 
2 . Billy Conn 
This spring Leo Durocher will be 
l. New York Giants 
2 . Brooklyn Dodgers 
A mat e ria l for 
of the leading 
l. ( ) denim 
2 . ( ) ny lon 
football uniforms 
teams is 
) . 
4. 
oack 
3 . 
4. 
found 
3. 
4. 
( ) Jo e Walcott 
( ) Abe Simon 
as manage r of the 
Boston Red Sox 
Bo ston Braves 
to be superior by many 
) r ayon 
) gabard ine 
. t f th 11 t . ..., 11 • t . 55 . A city wh i ch 1s no .- one o , e a om1c el1ergy c1 ,1es is 
Hanford, ~a shington 
62 
l . ( ) Oak Ridg e, Tennessee 
2 . ( ) Kalamazoo , Michigan 
7j • ( 
4 . Los Alamos , Ne w Me xico 
56 . President Truman is having a change made in the Wh ite Hous e 
by building 
l. 
2 . 
two new dining ro oms 
a large basement 
) . a n ew bedroom 
4. { a new upstairs porch 
57 . A new food , two ounces of wh ich is said to equa l a f u ll meal in 
food value, has been developed f rom 
l. cotton seed 
2 . soy beans 
3 . 
4. 
sw e et corn 
sup;ar canB 
